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ST. MARY’S IN THE MOUNTAINS: RESTORING VIRGINIA CITY’S
ARCHITECTURAL TREASURE

St. Mary’s in the Mountains Cathedral is a potent

symbol of civilization in the foothills of the RenoTahoe Territory. Before the turn of the century,
Virginia City had over 100 bars and three redlight
districts. The miners, civil war veterans for the
most part, were looking for a new life and a decisive break from the past. Father Patrick Manogue
and St. Mary’s were a tenuous thread connecting
the city and its inhabitants to a greater notion of
humanity.
St. Mary’s is 180 feet to the top of the
steeple and is the most prominent feature in the
city. The massive timbers that form the beams of
the cathedral were cut from native forest and
moved into place with pulleys and horses. The
metalwork was milled by hand and all of the bricks
were fired locally in Virginia City. For the 1870s,
the project was a mammoth undertaking.
Designed by the Irish immigrant, Bryan
C. Clinch, who also built St. Joseph’s Cathedral
Basilica in San Jose and the Cathedral of the
Blessed Sacrament in Sacramento, the Gothic
structure is the inspired vision of a very spiritual
and devoted Catholic who authored books about
the history of the Catholic Church, as well as the
Preservation architect, Mercedes de la Garza, has
architecture of its early California missions.

worked with a number of award-winning architectural

The cathedral stood as a bulwark against firms, most notably with AIA Gold Medalist Charles W.
the dissolute forces of greed, avarice and license Moore FAIA from 1986 to 1991. De la Garza’s work has
that fueled the ambitions of a mining town, been published in the Architectural Record and Zodiac.
Photo provided by Jeff Down

FINDING HOMER: SATELLITE IMAGES OF AN ANCIENT EPIC

Cover Photo: St. Mary’s in the Mountains Cathedral was designed by Bryan
Clinch and work was begun in 1877,
the same year he was awarded the
commission for St. Joseph’s Cathedral
in San Jose. The cathedral is a study in
Gothic architecture, inspired by his
classical education in Dublin. Photo
provided by Jeff Down.

On October 8th, 2009 the WorldView-2 satellite
was launched from Vandenberg Air Force Base
aboard a United Launch Alliance Delta II rocket.
The launch of the WorldView-2 has been much
anticipated by archaeologists who have attributed
some significant discoveries to images collected by
WorldView-2’s, predecessor, WorldView-1.
The satellite will be operated by DigitalGlobe and is billed as offering the highest resolution that is commercially available, with an aperture of 110 centimeters and eight spectral bands:
red, green, blue, yellow, near-infrared, “red edge”,

“coastal:, and “near-infrared 2”. Compared to
the WorldView-1, WorldView-2 will provide four
additional bands of spectrum.
A leading proponent of the application
of space technology in identifying the remnants
of ancient civilizations has been Roberto Salinas
Price. He has been exploring the Croatian coastline for ancient Greek cities using satellite images obtained from Satellite Imaging Corporation.
SIC is a reseller of satellite imaging
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ST. MARY’S—CONTINUED

Lord Cultural Recruitment
Building Cultural Careers
Lord Cultural Recruitment is your global
recruitment partner, dedicated exclusively to the museum, cultural and
heritage sector.

This view of the Virginia City skyline (1867-1868) shows a hastily assembled boomtown that erupted from
the Comstock Lode silver strike in 1859. By 1900 the mines were played out and the city’s population
dwindled, but the fortunes that were made in Virginia City produced great architecture that has persisted.

that was perched on the Comstock
Lode, one of the largest and most productive
silver mines in the American west.
J. Ross Browne wrote of his 1863 visit
to Virginia City, “the saloons along the board
sidewalks are glittering with gaudy bars and
fancy glasses, and many-colored liquors, and
thirsty men are swilling burning poison: organ
grinders are grinding their organs and torturing
their consumptive monkeys; hurdy-gurdy girls
are singing bacchanalian songs in bacchanalian
dens.”
In some sense, St. Mary’s represented
the highest hopes and aspirations of a community struggling for self-determination and reassurance in a lawless and forbidding hinterland.

In the late 1990s when the 140
year old cathedral began to list eight degrees to the east, the archdiocese found
itself with a problem. Could they find a way
to structurally retrofit the historic building,
while also preserving its architectural integrity?

Lord Cultural Recruitment offers a
range of recruitment and human resources services for both new and
established clients. Our clients benefit
from the years of experience that we
bring to the field in recruitment, human
resources planning and people management.
For further details on the professional
recruitment services provided by Lord
Cultural Recruitment please contact:
Americas, Asia & Pacific inquiries:
csjoberg@lordculturalrecruitment.com

“If you just look at it from an intellectual standpoint it’s easier to just demolish the building,” says Mike Quilici, Chief
Development Officer of the Diocese of
Reno. “St. Mary’s in the Mountains is the
oldest Catholic Church in Nevada that is
still standing. It has a very prominent role
in Virginia City and its early history, and has
continued to be a visible and pronounced
feature of the city’s architectural landscape. In this particular case, it made
sense to do a structural retrofit.” A decision, he says, that was met with open arms
by the historic community. Once preservation, instead of demolition, became the
agreed upon solution the task of finding a
qualified preservation contractor was the
next step.

European, Middle East & Africa inquiries: iduckworth@lordculturalrecruitment.com

In regards to the selection process, the project is very unique and very
challenging. “You can’t just throw anybody
at it,” says Quilici. “First and foremost hire
a structural engineer and a contractor who
have experience working on historic buildings. Paul Ferrari and Reyman Brothers
were equal to the task, and delivered an
incredible project for us.”

completed more than 1,000 projects

The project engineer, Paul Ferrari,
has performed structural engineering retro-

For information on current vacancies
and to join our global database and
register as a job seeker in the museum,
cultural and heritage sector please visit
our website :
www.lordculturalrecruitment.com

The historical and cultural resources
professionals at EarthTouch have
for private corporations and government agencies in the western United
States, including:
Wireless Telecommunications
Seismic/Geophysical Exploration
Highway/Transportation
Oil/Gas Development

Call 801-771-2800
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ST. MARY’S —CONTINUED
fit for many of the important historic structures
in Virginia City, including Piper’s Opera House
and the Fourth Ward School. Reyman Construction was awarded the contract for overseeing the restoration of the church. The company’s experience as a preservation contractor
with restoration projects including the Leland
Stanford Mansion, Eureka County Courthouse,
Frandsen Humanities Building, and Virginia
City’s own Fourth Ward School, made them the
obvious choice.

Preserving and revitalizing
greater Los Angeles’ architectural heritage

The Los Angeles Conservancy has
nine regularly scheduled docent-led
walking tours, including:
Angelino Heights
Art Deco
Biltmore Hotel
Broadway Historic Theater District
Most tours begin at 10:00 a.m. and
last approximately 2.5 hours. The cost
is $10.00 for the general public and
$5.00 for children 12 and under.

The structural retrofit of St. Mary’s
Church was a particularly challenging and
rewarding project, says Reyman’s Lee Johnson. Depending on the finish, renovating a
historic building involves the same skills as it
does to build a contemporary building, but it
takes a different attitude, and a refinement of
those skills, he says. “We seldom have original
plans or authentic historic references.” Lee
explains that most of the architectural work is
done by destructive investigation and from
historic photographs. “We spend a lot of time
hunting for historic pictures.”
One of the biggest challenges of the
St. Mary’s project was how to add seismic
competence to a building that is 140 years
old. Structurally, it’s much more difficult to
renovate with unreinforced masonry than it is
with wood. To solve this problem Ferrari pioneered a system he calls “implacement” to
provide for seismic strength, while retaining
the essential historic character of the building.
“St. Mary’s Church has a large mass and no
strength, and rigidity with no ductability,” says
Ferrari. “Once the walls reach a certain force
level, they will rupture suddenly and catastro-

phically.” Implacement involves integrating reinforced concrete columns and beams into historic
fabric (exterior brick walls) of the building.
They cut slots for columns from the roof
to the foundation on the inside of the wall. Then
they added stainless steel whiskers every 30
inches that actually penetrate to the inside of the
brick face. The butt end of the steel whiskers is
captured by the structural concrete.
“We didn’t change the exterior of the
building at all. The interior of the wall, which was
reinforced with the new concrete columns, has
been plastered over identical to the original,”

ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE OF SAN DIEGO HAS BEEN SUPPLYING ADVENTUROUS HOMEOWNERS,
RESTORATION ENTHUSIASTS, AND DESIGNERS SINCE OUR INCEPTION IN 1996. RUN BY
KNOWLEDGEABLE AND FRIENDLY STAFF, OUR STORE OFFERS AN EXTENSIVE, CONSTANTLYCHANGING INVENTORY. WE ARE PRESERVATION-ORIENTED, EMPHASIZING SUSTAINABLE
PRACTICES THROUGH REUSE. AND THE STORE IS FUN.

2401 Kettner Blvd., San Diego CA 92101, tel: (619) 696-1313
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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

American Historical Association
124th Annual Meeting
San Diego, CA
January 7-10, 2010
(202) 544-2422

Society for American Archaeology
75th Annual Meeting
St. Louis, MO
April 14-18, 2010
(202) 789-8200

Association of Art Museum Curators
NATION’S LARGEST SELECTION OF ANTIQUE AMERICAN INDIAN ART, NAVAJO
RUGS, AND NAVAJO BLANKETS AND OLD ANTIQUE AMERICAN INDIAN BASKETS
TEL: (800) 579-0860

EMAIL: INFO@INDIANTERRITORY.COM

Annual Meeting
Chicago, IL
May 16-18, 2010

says Ferrari. Now, when the building
moves, it moves into the strength of the column.
They had tried this system on a smaller scale on
the Piper’s Opera House, but the technique
found its most demanding expression in St.
Mary’s.
“Paul Ferrari was very receptive to new
ideas in his collaboration,” says Mercedes de la
Garza, who was the preservation architect for
the project. “He made the retrofit as seamless
as possible.” De la Garza has a deep background in preservation architecture and has
worked on historic buildings designed by Frederick de Longchamps, Paul Revere Williams and
Ray Hellman.
“Working with the Diocese was quite
interesting,” she comments. “It was a constant
discovery and learning experience that occurred
throughout the process – they wanted to learn
too… The client really made the process enjoyable.”
De la Garza believes the church must
have been built for a different climate because
it doesn’t appear to be specific to the site. At
the entryway there are gabled structures that
accumulate snow. Virginia City can get ten feet
of snow in a single night and the narrow spaces
on the exterior of the church trap the snow so
that it can’t be removed. “It dumps snow in the
wrong places and you can’t get the snow out,”

she says. De la Garza has added drainage and
what she calls cricketing on the roof of the
eaves to assist in the removal of snow and runoff.

(212) 879-5701

One of the most exciting aspects of
the project was the reconstruction of the choir
loft. As the story goes, the Cistercian monks,
who were locally known as the “Mad Monks” got
it into their heads that the church was too ornate for god’s solemn purpose. The choir loft
and stairs, which had a lot of ornamentation
and detailing were removed in 1957. Unfortunately, the loft was not only very beautiful, but
was an important structural component of the
church.

Association

During the restoration it was decided
that the choir loft should be rebuilt; however, de
la Garza only had one photograph of a monk
standing in the stairwell and some discarded
relics to work from. “We were working from photographs and fragments of people’s memories,”
she says. Some members of the community
even came forward with portions of the original
loft that had been secreted away in their attics
for years. The reconstruction of the loft from
both original elements and from new millwork
by expert, Alex Bullentini of B&C Cabinets was
the piece de resistance of the final restoration.
“People are ecstatic that the loft is
back,” she says. “At the re-dedication it was

American Anthropological

109th Annual Conference
New Orleans, LA
November 17-21, 2010
(703) 528-1902

Society of Architectural Historians
64th Annual Meeting
New Orleans, LA
April 13-17, 2011
(312) 573-1365

American Association for State and
Local History
2011 Annual Meeting
Richmond, VA
September 14-17, 2011
(615) 320-3203
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The Republic of Suffering:

Death and the American Civil
War, By Drew Gilpin Faust
Random House, Inc. $27.95
Drew Gilpin Faust holds the Lincoln
Professorship in History at Harvard, and
is Harvard’s first woman President. An
expert in the history of the Civil War
Although previous efforts to restore the historic cathedral had included installation of stain glass windows, and
the restoration of minaret and wooden ornamentation, the problem of reinforcing the masonry was an obstacle
that required new thinking. Once the structural engineering issues were resolved the preservation work became
a labor of love for the Diocese as well as community members who donated their time and skill to the project.

and antebellum South, she has contrib-

great to see the church in its full
glory.” St. Mary’s has been substantially restored with significant life saving improvements. The total cost of the reconstruction was
$2 million with the structural component cost
of about $1.2 million.

which won her the Francis Parkman

Over 500 people attended the rededication on September 12th. De la Garza
concludes, “As challenging and as difficult as it
was to execute, we ended up with something
that can withstand seismic loads and last another 150 years.”

how the deaths changed Americans’

uted five books to the field, including
Mothers of Invention: Women of the Slaveholding South in the American Civil War,
Prize in 1997. This Republic of Suffering
documents the staggering number of
casualties inflicted during the Civil War
period on combatants and civilians
caught in the crossfire and describes
fundamental perceptions of God, government, freedom, citizenship, and
equality.

Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Northern California, AEI Consultants is a full
service Environmental Engineering firm operating with 11 offices strategically located throughout the country. AEI is dedicated to understanding the needs of our
clients and delivering high quality work in a timely, safe and cost effective manner.
Our commitment to providing prompt, expert economical solutions for our clients is
the foundation of our success. All projects are evaluated with the most current interpretation of industry standards and supported by our established relationships with
federal, state, local agencies and regulatory inspectors
1-800-901-3224

2500 Camino Diablo, Suite 200, Walnut Creek CA 94597
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data from primary satellite companies such as DigitalGlobe. In this case, the Ikonos satellite was used to provide 16-bit
raw data in RGB, Near IR, and panchromatic for an overall view of
the area. When two potential candidates were identified by Salinas
Price, SIC used stereo imaging to provide 3D fly-through elevation
models of the locations with one to two meters of resolution. As
investigations of the two sites are underway he is careful not to
reveal too much about the locations of these cities, but he was
willing to discuss his application of satellite imaging to the study of
ancient Greek civilization. The following exchange is an excerpt
from Preservation Chronicles’ interview with Salinas-Price:
RSP: “As a Homeric scholar —I am not an archaeologist— the primary focus of my work has been to identify all those Trojan places
mentioned in the Iliad with their geographical counterpart along the
Dalmatian Coast and the hinterland of Bosnia-Herzegovina. As it
turns out, Homeric Geography is not helter-skelter information that
appears in the text of the Iliad as the product of spontaneous poetic inspiration, but, rather, the product of a carefully planned and
neatly tailored scheme of geographical concepts. Thus, for instance, there are only a select number of towns scattered schematically along the coast and islands, from Split in the north to
Dubrovnik in the south. However, on a pragmatic view of human
action, the land once called Troy must have had many, many more
sites of human habitation than those mentioned in the text. Certainly, reliable cartography is valuable, when it is available, but
satellite imaging has been an invaluable research tool.”
A case in point is the inference of an early pre-Trojan folk
in the environs adduced from a scene in the Iliad where Trojans
come to meet the invading enemy in the Neretva river delta-valley

The WorldView-2 satellite in a clean room at Ball Aerospace. WorldView2 is an optical imaging satellite that was launched into orbit aboard a
Delta II rocket on October 8, 2009. WorldView-2 is the fifth satellite to
be launched for DigitalGlobe.

"like cranes bringing death on the Pygmies…” The "pygmies" or
"kuklas" (if we recall our afternoon TV shows of "Kukla, Fran, and
Ollie"), are nothing more than scarecrows —for they cannot be
the name of a people, since the Arimoi (= dalmeh, "sheep",
whence the name Dalmatia) already occupy this territory— but
the cranes recalls the town of Chaplina, which means "crane",
some 25 kilometers up-stream from the river's delta region. Indeed, Google Earth will turn up a pristine satellite view of a paleolithic fortress called Mitrovica in the hills behind Chaplina.
PC: What are some the characteristic features of previous human habitation that you look for in reviewing satellite imagery?
RSP: “It is particularly intriguing that "vinograds" or "wine cities" (vinyards) of extraordinary proportion and architectural intricacy turn up ONLY in the general area we can call Troy, both on
the islands and the mainland between Split and Dubrovnik, and
as far east as the upper reaches of the Neretva river. Undoubtedly, these vinograds, set in a Karstic context, are of varying
architectural and (one would assume) historical importance,
from which the inference that these have undergone various
phases of development.
Now, vinograds are so abundant in the region there
seems to be little interest in distinguishing these between an
urban settlement and an obvious agricultural function. This important difference seems to become apparent with satellite imagery. There are instances where an intricate vinograd, a complex of what must be understood as the remains of an urban
settlement, are surrounded by parcels of land of diverse sizes
and shapes.”

Stereo imaging of archaeological sites is achieved when a satellite image
is taken from two different perspectives during one orbital pass, moments
apart. Image courtesy of Satellite Imaging Corporation

PC: When you begin a satellite image search, do you focus on a
very specific geographic area, for example, at the magnification
level of a town or village, or are you looking at large geographic
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sources. The one is from Google Earth Pro, available to anyone
who wishes to pay for the yearly license, although in many instances the available imagery is wanting in clarity, albeit in others it is as crystal-clear as any picture can be. The other is imagery made available from Satellite Imaging Corporation, in
Houston, whom, I believe, provide satellite images with certain
commercial restraints, since, the truth be told, the images belong to the American Public who has paid for them with his and
her taxes. The images provided by the Houston firm have been a
wild sensation —indeed, almost a revelation, of sorts— to two
archaeologists in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia, but we have
agreed that the images themselves may not be used in any publication. I have been flooded with requests for images of this or
that site... but, unfortunately, at this time I can only afford a
modest investment in this area.”
PC: What are some of the other reasons that satellite imaging for
archaeology has proved useful? Is it because of the ability to
remotely explore sites that are politically or geographically inaccessible?

Ikonos satellite image of Orebic Harbor, Croatia. Image was acquired on 20
April 2007 at 0.8 m of resolution. Photo courtesy of GeoEye Inc.

features that cover many miles, such as coastlines or mountain
ranges?
RSP: “The use of satellite imagery in the investigation of Homeric
Geography is not necessarily confined to the Balkan Peninsula,
since it must be presumed the enemy that came to conquer Troy
came from the Italian Peninsula (and NOT at all from Hellas). Thus,
the identification of place names traditionally associated with Hellas with places on the Italian Peninsula oftentimes requires a grand
bird's-eye view of a general region and an understanding of its topographical characteristics. Once the region is established as a
viable candidate for a specific site, one can review the terrain for
tell-tale signs of an urban settlement.
A case in point is the location of "Thronium near the
streams of Boagrios..." in the land of the Locrians. The region in
question is the tip of the Italian Boot, and so the identification of
Thronium with Rhegium or Regium (Reggio di Calabria) is a natural.
Boagrios means "Wild Bull" and one might think of
"Taormina" ("Crazy Bull") as a synonym, but this place name occurs
only on the isle of Sicily, and, a satellite view of this region will not
reveal any streams. Nevertheless, this type of name becomes established for this general region. However, south of Reggio di
Calabria, as one rounds the tip of Calabria, one comes to Bova
Marina, set squarely at the mouth of a river which has severely
eroded the interior highlands.”

RSP: “It is important to understand that the Balkans —
understand the Slavic counties— have yet to be studied as systematically as, say, Greece has been, and, consequently, there is
a wealth of archaeology almost wherever one wishes to find it.
The Slavic countries are EXTREMELY rich in archaeological remains. Thus, at his time it would seem that the prime function of
satellite imaging for archaeologists in Croatia and BosniaHerzegovina is to choose WHICH site should be investigated first.
I have personal choices given my work with Homeric Geography
(I like to think that someday I will be able to coin the term Homeric Forensics), but those of us involved in this or that project
are extremely cautious about divulging information to the public,
lest these sites suffer damage from zealous "investigators".”
PC: What is the approximate cost of completing an archeological
satellite image survey and how does this cost compare to traditional map surveys, or “boots on the ground” surveys?
RSP: “Cost? Plenty! (Several thousand dollars per high resolution
3D imagery). Alas, Dr. Korfman had his Hissarlik (the "Greek"
Troy) expenses financed by Mercedes Benz. Perhaps I should
seek financial help from Televisa?”

PC: Can archaeologists or historians request images for certain
geographic locations anywhere in the world or are there legal limitations to areas that are imaged, like Red Square in Moscow, for
example?
RSP: “So far as I am aware, there is no politically sensitive area in
the vast world of Homeric Geography that ought not be made public. The satellite imagery that I have used comes mainly from two

Orthorectified satellite images and aerial photography can be processed
for visualization of terrain conditions in 3 Dimensions or Digital Elevation
Models in remote regions where there is little or no source data available. Photo courtesy of Satellite Imaging Corporation
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THE STAFFORDSHIRE HOARD: UNEARTHING THE KINGS OF MERCIA
Progress in archaeological history might be compared to the evolution of species. There are long periods of scratching and clawing,
with some incremental progress, occasionally punctuated by spectacular leaps forward. When the full scope of the Staffordshire
hoard became apparent this past summer, even longtime professionals could barely contain their excitement. The sudden release
of artifacts from Staffordshire’s heartland may be the Cambrian
explosion medieval historians have been waiting for.
When metal dectorist, Mr. Terry Herbert beeped his first
piece of the hoard on July 5th, 2009, on well-tilled farmland in the
Staffordshire countryside, there were no significant landmarks to
indicate this position might be the likely source of the single largest
archaeological find in England’s history.
There is enough booty, 1,500 items so far discovered,
much of it still locked inside blocks of clay and dirt – to sate the
appetite of the Mercian Kings of Penda, Wulfhere and Aethelred,
during their wars with Northumbria and East Anglia.
The list of items recovered is indeed a king’s ransom:
Anglo-Saxon gold- 655 items with a mass of 11 pounds; silver –
545 pieces with a mass of nearly three pounds, and very fine garnet cloisonné whose artistry confounds even the experts at the
Birmingham Museum.

Yet, the hoard raises many questions, not the least of which is –
how did it get there? Judging from the military nature of the artifacts, which includes hilt plates, pommel caps, sword pyramids,
and helmet fragments, it is believed these items may be war
trophies from either a single battle, or even perhaps from a
lengthy campaign from the late seventh to the early eighth century. What is extraordinary is the unusually high quality of the
pieces, which almost certainly would have been the possessions
of nobility of highest rank.
Some of the pieces went on temporary exhibit at the
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery in November, but it may
take another year before all of the items have been examined
and catalogued. Early estimates of the value of the hoard are
well into the seven figures; however, the historic significance of
the treasure for archaeologists is beyond measure.
Photos attributed to Buxton under the aegis of Birmingham Museums and Art Gallery.
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Irina Bokova, Director General of UNESCO, said of Levi-Strauss in
a statement issued November 11, 2009, “The world mourns the
loss of an eminent personality. For more than half a century,
Claude Levi-Strauss was part of our life, illuminating it with his
constantly renewed intellectual quest, from his research among
the Amazonian people to his reflections on the relationships
between humankind and nature. He opened our minds and our
hearts to others, making us share his deeply sensitive vision of
the world.”
One of Levi-Strauss’s enduring legacies will be his insistence that concepts of race are essentially meaningless. Until
Levi-Strauss, much of the anthropological world was concerned
with quantifying racial characteristics such as the length of
noses and the shape of skulls among different groups of people,
in an effort to determine who was the most fit. He also believed
that members of ancient civilizations, sometimes disparagingly
called “primitive,” were just as wise as modern peoples. A view
that is, perhaps, not too difficult to argue in the wake of WWII.
In recent years the intellectual father of structural anthropology had removed himself from public life. His last appearance was at the opening of the Quai Branly in 2006, which
houses a number of items from his personal collection, gathered
over the years from his adventures in the Amazonian jungle.

On October 30, 2009 Claude Levi-Strauss, widely recognized as
the father of modern anthropology, died of natural causes in Paris
at the age of 100.

Levi-Strauss was born on November 28, 1908 in Brussels
to French-Jewish parents, and was the great-grandson of violinist
Isaac Strauss. He studied law and philosophy at the Sorbonne,
graduating in 1931. He worked as a teacher in secondary school
for several years until he fortuitously accepted a position as visiting
professor of sociology at the University of Sao Paulo in 1935, which
led to his now legendary exploration of the Amazonian jungle and
his investigation of the Guaycuru and Bororo tribesman, and later
the Nambikwara and Tupi-Kawahib.
Upon his return to France from Brazil in 1939, LeviStrauss was stationed on the Maginot Line as a liaison agent just in
time to watch German forces roll through Belgium and conquer
Paris. Under the punitive Nazi racial laws in occupied France, he
was forced to flee to the United States where he accepted a position at the New School for Social Research in New York City, which
became a haven for French émigrés.
In 1949, began the first of a series of publications that
would change the field of anthropology. The Elementary Structures
of Kinship, based on his earlier work in the Amazon, was a synthesis of American anthropology espoused by Franz Boaz, and the
views forwarded by the French Ecole Libre des Hautes Etudes.
“Kinship” was followed by Tristes Tropiques (1955), Structural Anthropology (1959), La Pensee Sauvage (1962), and the monumental four volume work, Mythologiques (1971).
Levi-Strauss believed that myth is the fundamental building block of language, which is based on binary opposites such as
light and dark, life and death…etc. People are conditioned to think
in this fashion because of the way their visual system processes
information. The organization of cultures is the result of a need to
resolve the binary oppositions produced by this cognitive paradox.

In his final days, Levi-Strauss feared for the future of
mankind in a world that had become strange and unfamiliar to
him. He saw the erosion of distinctive cultural identities through
mass media as a serious problem that had, “plunged the human
race into a system of self-poisoning.”

PYRATE ADVENTURE SAIL—CAST OFF FOR ADVENTURE ABOARD OUR
118’ SCHOONER, THE SPIRIT OF DANA POINT. EXPERIENCE
“PYRATES” AND SAILORS DURING THE GOLDEN AGE OF SAIL.
SAIL PRICES (MIN AGE 4 YRS)
$40/ADULT (MEMBERS: $36/ADULT)
$23/CHILD (MEMBERS: $21/CHILD)
RESERVATIONS CAN BE MADE AT WWW.OCEAN-INSTITUTE.ORG
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PRESERVATION CONSULTANTS
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Phone: 949-709-5046
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http://www.heritagepreservationconsultants.com
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