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ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE BURN ZONE
During the annual fire season that is visited upon
the American southwest, thick carpets of chaparral and chemise explode into conflagrations,
wreaking havoc upon communities that lay in their
path. However, the flames also unveil some of the
deep mysteries of prehistoric Native American
civilization. Venturing into the smoke and ash, not
far behind the fire lines, is an intrepid group of
archaeologists whose mission is to catalog and
preserve evidence of human habitation exposed
by the seething flames.
“The Forest Service Archaeology Program
has a dual purpose,” explains Archaeologist, Steve
Harvey. Harvey is the Heritage and Tribal Relations
Program Manager for the Cleveland National Forest. He oversees National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA) Section 106 and 110 compliance in an
area that covers almost one-half million acres and
spans three counties.

Cover Photo: A firefighter takes a brief
rest from battling the Station Fire as
flames engulf an electrical substation. Thus far, the Forest Service has
discovered at least two prehistoric
habitation sites within the burn area
that were not previously recorded.
This image was provided courtesy of
Dave Bullock, http://
davebullock.com; http://eecue.com

“Forest Service archaeologists work in
conjunction with natural resource specialists on
Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) teams
that are tasked with assessing post-fire environmental and cultural resource damage and restoration needs, and on Resource Advisory (READ) A Forest Service archaeologist works during a reconteams to implement site avoidance and protection naissance flight over the Witch Fire of 2007 that burned
measures during actual fire suppression activi- 500,000 acres from Santa Barbara to the U.S.—Mexico
ties,” says Harvey.
-tery are usually unaffected, but rock
Harvey, whose expertise is in local prehistoric archaeology, says that prehistoric ar- art can contain pigments that are destroyed by
chaeological sites are not typically destroyed by heat. Spalling of rock from high fire temperatures
wildfire because the bulk of the cultural material is is another problem, and is the reason that wildprimarily subsurface. The main driver behind the fire does pose a serious threat to above ground
post-fire identification process is to prevent looting prehistoric features such as rock art, petroand vandalism. Harvey and his team follow-up glyphs, and milling features.
with regular monitoring and work with Forest SerThe act of fighting a fire can also damvice law enforcement officers to monitor sites and age cultural resources, by cutting fire lines with
access points - roads, gates, and trails that may bulldozers or shovels as the case may be. The
provide public access to previously inaccessible advisory teams help fire fighters to avoid these
archaeological sites that have been recently ex- sensitive areas during suppression activities.
posed by fire.
Forest Service firefighters regularly conduct
However, fire damage to archaeological “fuels management” to reduce the intensity of
sites does occur, which depends on whether the future wildfires. Fuels management includes the
fire burns quickly such as grassland, or burns slow cutting and controlled burning of dense vegetaand intense like a wooded area, explains Harvey. tion in high fire risk areas. “A lot of what we do
Lithics, including stone tools, debitage, and pot- for prescribed burning is to make sure that no
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BURN ZONE—CONTINUED

Lord Cultural Recruitment
Building Cultural Careers
Lord Cultural Recruitment is your global
recruitment partner, dedicated exclusively to the museum, cultural and
heritage sector.

What started as a distress signal from a hunter lost in the Cleveland National Forest quickly erupted into a
wildfire that within the space of only twelve hours had consumed 62,000 acres. This satellite image of the
smoke plume provided by NASA shows the extent of the devastation, from California to Baja Mexico.

-damage is caused to sites during
vegetation cutting and controlled burning, “ says
Harvey.
Sensitivity maps and prediction modeling gives the Forest Service an idea of high probability cultural resource areas. Factors include
distance from water, terrain, types of vegetation,
and areas of known migratory routes that have
been ethnographically recorded. On the occasion when artifacts are discovered they try not to
remove them unless they are of a diagnostic
nature, indicating the time and period of the
site. Occasionally they will curate items at the
San Diego Archaeological Center. Otherwise,
items are documented and left in place.
One of the significant results of postfire work conducted following the Cedar Fire,
which was one of the largest wildfires in California’s history, was the relocation and documentation of a migratory route that traces a path from
the Mt. Laguna area to the Anza Borrego Desert
floor. This trail had been previously identified by
local Kwaaymii descendants as a seasonal migratory route that was used by Indians in the
Kumeyaay Territory long before and after contact with the Europeans. The trail and dozens of
associated sites and features exposed by the
fire were thoroughly documented in a joint Forest Service, Parks Department, Native American
and public volunteer effort following the Cedar
Fire. The prehistoric trail and site district was
recently nominated to the National Register, and
the nomination is currently being reviewed for
eligibility by the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).
Sue Wade, who is a California State
Archaeologist with the Colorado Desert District
of California State Parks, explains that under-

standing the nature of cultural landscapes
has been constrained by fire suppression
efforts for much of the twentieth century.
Vegetation was allowed to grow where normally it would have been burned by seasonal wildfires, preventing archaeologists
from seeing the complete picture of Indian
habitation and migration.
Wade comments, “After the Cedar
Fire, it became clear that the Indians were
utilizing the entire landscape, and vast
areas of terrain. We could see the trails
and connections between places. We were
able to see how they moved between the
coastal areas and the desert. Our AngloEuropean concept of land had prevented
us from seeing the landscape.”

Lord Cultural Recruitment offers a
range of recruitment and human resources services for both new and
established clients. Our clients benefit
from the years of experience that we
bring to the field in recruitment, human
resources planning and people management.
For further details on the professional
recruitment services provided by Lord
Cultural Recruitment please contact:
Americas, Asia & Pacific inquiries:
csjoberg@lordculturalrecruitment.com
European, Middle East & Africa inquiries: iduckworth@lordculturalrecruitment.com
For information on current vacancies
and to join our global database and
register as a job seeker in the museum,
cultural and heritage sector please visit
our website :
www.lordculturalrecruitment.com

Wade and her colleagues operate
under Section 5024.5 of the California
Public Resources Code and CEQA as well
as Federal guidelines that often times
make their project areas very focused,
which she describes as postage stamps.
“The Indians didn’t live on plots of
land as we do. They had Tribal territories,
defined by topography that they frequented
throughout the year, traveling mountain
passes and drainages throughout the region,” she says.
Wade is attempting to take all of
the postage stamps and understand them
together in a unified landscape concept.
“Gathering and hunting, ceremonial use,
and trails are all intertwined,” she explains.
“When you begin to understand the landscape, you can connect the archaeological
record with the legends and mythology.”

The historical and cultural resources
professionals at EarthTouch have
completed more than 1,000 projects
for private corporations and government agencies in the western United
States, including:
Wireless Telecommunications
Seismic/Geophysical Exploration
Highway/Transportation
Oil/Gas Development

Call 801-771-2800
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PRESERVING THE PATAN ROYAL PALACE

Nepal stands at the crossroads of civilizations, between the Indian

subcontinent and the vast interior of China. To westerners, the nation’s capital of Kathmandu is synonymous with oriental exoticism,
conjuring images of impenetrable Himalayan fortresses and ethereal monasteries perched high above glacial canyons. During
China’s invasion of the 1950s, which swept neighboring Tibet into
its orbit, the Peoples Republican Army wisely stopped short of the
Nepalese border and the Gurkha juggernaut that certainly would
have confronted them, preserving some of the most spectacular
monuments of the ancient world from destruction.
United States foreign policy in this region has been directed at developing independent nation-states with democratically
elected governments and free-market capitalism. The idea is that a
sovereign state that has a strong national identity, language, currency and cultural tradition, will be a more stable and consistent
ally and less likely to fall victim to Marxist-Leninist programs for
social organization. With this in mind, the U.S. Congress established

the U.S. Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation, to be administered by the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs, Cultural Heritage Center. The Fund provides grants
for the preservation of cultural sites, objects, and museum collections in more than 100 countries and has supported 550 cultural
preservation projects, totaling more than $20 million since its creation in 2001.
In September of 2009, the Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trust was one of only three applicants to receive the U.S. Ambassadors Fund Award. The $900,000 grant will help restore the
Patan Royal Palace in Lalitpur, which was constructed by the Malla
kings between 1647 and 1820.
Leading the effort to restore the historic buildings is Dr.
Rohit Ranjitkar, of the Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trust. Ranjitkar explains that most of the monuments built in Patan Royal
Square were constructed between the 14th and 19th century, which
includes a variety of temples and courtyard buildings, such as the
Royal Palace, which were built by different kings in different centu-
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PATAN ROYAL PALACE —CONTINUED
-ries using various styles and materials - the
finest of which was constructed in the early
17th century.

struction technology, such as structural
strengthening of walls, floors, and roof by introducing water proofing membranes to protect
from moisture.

“It is the fame of our country,” says
Repairs of the buildings will involve
Ranjitkar. “The exquisite sculptural stone elements of the Tusha Hiti and Bhandarkhal Tank, relaying mud bed and roof tiles, as well as the
the two water elements of the palace, are insertion of concealed iron rods to prevent tradiamong the crowning artistic achievements of tional stacking ridge tiles from slipping. Tradithe 17th-century medieval Malla kings, the tional building methods fastened the roof tiles
great patrons of the arts in the Kathmandu Val- to the rafters and roof struts using timber pegs
ley during the height of Nepalese culture. Pro- (chukul) that penetrated from the mud bed
fusely and intricately detailed, carved with an through to the purlin, which is typically made of
white pine or sal wood,
iconographic program of
a member of the teak
deities of the Hindu Pan- “The exquisite sculptural stone eletheon, they represent
family.
some of the finest exam- ments of the Tusha Hiti and BhanDuring the monsoon,
ples of 17th-century Nepthe rain would leach
darkhal
Tank,
are
among
the
crownalese water architecture.”
through the roofing

The Patan Royal ing artistic achievements of the 17th material along the
length of the timber
Square has been relatively
pegs, conducting water
unchanged with respect to century medieval Malla kings”
directly to the purlin
other Palace squares in
the Kathmandu Valley after the 1934 earth- and roof strut, which rapidly deteriorate under
quake, says Ranjitkar. The palace lost its origi- the weight of the mud and tile roofs, which disnal use in 1768 after the last Malla ruler. Since tribute a load of 300 kg/sq. meter. One of the
then the palace was used for different pur- innovations that Ranjitkar has employed in
poses, such as a city administration building, a renovating these buildings is to add two layers
public school, and a police station until 1993. of tarfelt/bitumen where the rafter contacts the
After its restoration, the Palace will serve as a timber pegs. He has also concealed bolts that
fasten the sal wood planking to the rafters and
museum of wood and stone carving.
purlins.
Ranjitkar is making a number of imSolving the joinery and seismic issues
provements in construction details where he
has identified weak areas in traditional con- is only one aspect of the project however. Per-

CALENDAR OF
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American Historical Association
125th Annual Meeting
Boston, MA
January 6-9, 2011
(202) 544-2422

Society for American Archaeology
75th Annual Meeting
St. Louis, MO
April 14-18, 2010
(202) 789-8200

Association of Art Museum Curators
Annual Meeting
Chicago, IL
May 16-18, 2010
(212) 879-5701

American Anthropological
Association
109th Annual Conference
New Orleans, LA
November 17-21, 2010
(703) 528-1902

Society of Architectural Historians
64th Annual Meeting
New Orleans, LA
April 13-17, 2011
(312) 573-1365

American Association for State and
Local History
2011 Annual Meeting
Richmond, VA
September 14-17, 2011
(615) 320-3203
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PATAN ROYAL PALACE
new materials and techniques become available, which
makes it increasingly difficult to repair ancient monuments.
“Obtaining timber, brick and tiles, which are authentic to the period
is still possible in terms of shape and size, but almost impossible to
get the same quality as old. All these monuments were built in
brick masonry in mud mortar with decorative timber frame structures and roofs covered with handmade terracotta tiles on a mud
bed. For example, we can get brick and tiles same as old in outlook, but even with modern equipment, the quality is not the same.
In the last couple of centuries making these things using traditional
technology was lost or we don't know what the original ingredient
was.”
Through the efforts of the Kathmandu Valley Preservation
Trust, Ranjitkar hopes to restore the architectural imagination of
the Nepalese whose heritage in the architectural field has represented an extraordinary contribution to the world, as recognized by
UNESCO in 1979, with its identification of the Palace complex as a
World Heritage Site.
-haps far more delicate and subtle a matter is the restoration of fine detailing and woodwork on the exterior of the buildings.
The images that adorn windows, niches, and support struts are the
hallmark of Nepalese architecture and represent an iconographic
program that tells the history of Nepalese culture and Hindu
thought.
“From these illustrations we know what has happened in
the past,” says Ranjikar. “It is a very important part of our history.”
Narrative panels with floral patterns, struts with lion figures, guardian deities, ivory windows and wood carvings in such remarkable
detail and variety that the task of preserving and restoring the figures must at times seem daunting.
“At that time our ancestors produced so many monuments, which were not repetitive, that every single monument is
different and every single detail is different. Today it is a big job just
to keep them intact. No time to think to build new ones.”
Ranjitkar explains that the artists and craftsmen who built
the Palace were not building for themselves or for their children, but
for the generations of people who in the far distant future would
come to live there and walk through the courtyards, wondering at
their ancient ancestors who built such masterpieces.
“In the Malla period, craftsmen were working for their
name to be remembered in the future, so they were creating something extraordinary,” says Ranjikar, who laments the modern commercialization of the skilled craftsmen, who are more concerned
with cost than quality. However, he insists there are still some master craftsmen who can produce great works of art at the same level
as their medieval ancestors, but of course this takes time and a
great deal of money.
“In the past craftsmanship were transferred from father to
son as a family occupation, but today everybody wants to make
their children a doctor or engineer, which we can understand,” he
comments. Ranjitkar has encouraged trainees to participate in his
renovation projects to increase the number of skilled craftsmen
who understand the traditional building techniques of the Malla
kings. Yet, many of the traditional building trades are vanishing as

“One man's or one organization's effort will not be sufficient for preserving the culture and cultural heritage,” says Ranjitkar. “Therefore, we need to join hands to make this important work
successful…. "SAVE THE HERITAGE"
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NATION’S LARGEST SELECTION OF ANTIQUE AMERICAN INDIAN ART, NAVAJO RUGS, AND
NAVAJO BLANKETS AND OLD ANTIQUE AMERICAN INDIAN BASKETS
TEL: (800) 579-0860

EMAIL: INFO@INDIANTERRITORY.COM

ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE OF SAN DIEGO HAS BEEN SUPPLYING ADVENTUROUS HOMEOWNERS,
RESTORATION ENTHUSIASTS, AND DESIGNERS SINCE OUR INCEPTION IN 1996. RUN BY
KNOWLEDGEABLE AND FRIENDLY STAFF, OUR STORE OFFERS AN EXTENSIVE, CONSTANTLYCHANGING INVENTORY. WE ARE PRESERVATION-ORIENTED, EMPHASIZING SUSTAINABLE
PRACTICES THROUGH REUSE. AND THE STORE IS FUN.

2401 Kettner Blvd., San Diego CA 92101, tel: (619) 696-1313
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EXTINCTION OF THE BO PEOPLE

cycle. We are all evolving toward our inevitable demise. Due primarily to loss of habitat
caused by man, thousands of species, from
the very smallest insectivores to the very
largest herbivores, have succumbed to the
ambivalent Malthusian calculation of nature,
undergoing one of the greatest periods of
extinction since the end of the Late Pleistocene.

protect the First People of the Kalahari.
They took the government to court and
achieved a landmark ruling asserting the
rights of the Bushmen to live on their ancestral lands. Although the government of
Botswana has continued to deny the Bushmen access to water, the victory energized
the organization and motivated Thackara to
make the defense tribal peoples’ rights her
personal mission.

soya and sugar cane farmers.
Hundreds of Guarani men, women, and
even children have dramatically and horrifically hung themselves from the branches of
trees.

In urban cities the impact of mass
extinction is rarely felt. We occasionally
hear of some exotic animal species - typically a large predator - unseen and unheard
in our busy lives, falling into oblivion after
loitering on some list of endangered suspects. Yet, rarely do we hear of a member of
our own species vanishing into the fossil
record.

“Survival International has fought
for the rights of tribal peoples for over 40
years,” says Thackara. She argues that
these are not backward or primitive peoples
as is sometimes suggested in popular media. “We want to encourage the idea that
they are intelligent, viable and evolving
peoples that should have a place in our
future.”

Survival International estimates
there are over 100 uncontacted tribes in
the world, 15 of which are thought to be in
Peru. Thackara says that tribal peoples
tend to live peacefully and sustainably and
they don’t experience the social ailments of
depression or alcoholism unless contacted
by moderns.

This past February, Boa Sr., an 85
year old Bo woman of the Great Andaman
islands passed away. She was the last of
the Bo speaking people, who had lived in the
Andaman island chain in the Bay of Bengal
for the past 65,000 years, or since preNeolithic times.

One of the greatest challenges
facing tribal peoples is that they have little
immunity to disease. Furthermore, after
integration occurs, tribal peoples rarely
achieve a standard of living or prosperity
that would make this option appealing. In
the majority of cases, loss of ancestral
lands leads to poverty, depression, and
alcoholism.

Extinction is a normal part of a species’ life

Professor Anvita Abbi of the Centre
for Linguistics, School of Language, Literature and Culture Studies at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, had studied the Bo people
and their language for years. She recently
vented her outrage at the handling of the
Andamanese tribes in the Indian news
weekly, Tehelka, accusing the Indian government of preventing her researchers from
learning about the Bo people, in a misguided attempt to mainstream their way of
life. Professor Abbi has even revealed that
the administration in Port Blair threatened
to jail her colleagues under non-bailable
offenses if they attempted to contact the
Andamanese tribes near Adi Basera, despite
her possession of permission letters from
the Home Ministry and the Ministry of Tribal
Welfare in Delhi.
“This total apathy on the part of
the local administration was appalling in the
backdrop of a number of government officials brazenly visiting the tribal areas with
their families, as if tribes were exhibition
relics of the past,” writes Abbi.
For Tess Thackara of Survival International, the episode is a familiar one.
Thackara volunteered for Survival International in 2006 after the London-based organization funded a lawsuit in Botswana to

“If tribes were offered the opportunity to live a life of western affluence, we
imagine they would opt in. However, after
first contact typically, 50 percent of the
tribe will be wiped out,” comments
Thackara.
One of the tribes that Survival
International has been tracking is the
Guarani people. The Guarani, who number
about 46,000 and live in Brazil, Paraguay,
Bolivia, and Argentina, have the highest
suicide rate in the world, attributed to loss
of territory to cattle ranchers, loggers, and

Another of the tribes that Survival
International is watching closely is the
Akuntsu in the Amazonian Jungle. Only four
members of the tribe are left.

“This is not to say, however, that
the benefits of our globalized world are not
many, or that we should return to the
hunter-gatherer lifestyle of our ancestors,”
she says. “We simply want to establish the
humanity and valuable cultural tenets of so
many tribal peoples, for example, the reverence felt towards the aged. We hope that
in turn people all over the world will come
to support tribal peoples’ right to life and
self-determination.”
Survival International is campaigning for governments to ratify ILO 169,
an international law on indigenous peoples’
land rights. They are advocating for tribal
peoples right to determine their own futures and to remain on the land where they
lived for thousands of years and that serves
as a repository of their cultural memory and
experience.
Survival International USA can be
contacted at (510) 981-1790, http://
www.survivalinternational.org
Boa Sr, pictured here on the
left, with Professor Anvita
Abbi was the last remaining
human who spoke the Bo
language and understood
its mythology and customs.
When she passed away in
February of 2010 a heritage
dating from one of the earliest pre-Neolithic Andamanese cultures, 65,000
years ago, came to an
abrupt end.
Photo courtesy of the Centre
for Linguistics, Jawaharlal
Nehru University
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MOLECULAR ARCHAEOLOGY:
DECIPHERING ANCIENT HUMAN DNA

The science of molecular biology has developed powerful tools

that offer archaeologists a new and exciting pathway to studying
ancient humans. By harvesting genetic material from ancient
skeletons, molecular biologists could resolve a number of irascible
questions about the evolution and migration of ancient human
populations.
DNA is not only the substance of our being, it contains
within itself the architectural drawings and engineering plans of our
development. Furthermore, it is the roadmap to our history on this
planet. Conceivably, our genetic material can tell us where we travelled, what we ate, and who we met along the way.
Yet, one of the significant obstacles to retrieving and testing the genetic sequences of ancient peoples is that modern DNA
fragments, through their ubiquity in the environment, tend to corrupt and contaminate ancient (endogenous) samples. The challenge has been to develop a way of differentiating between modern
and ancient DNA, so that pristine genetic samples of ancient humans can be decoded, unraveling protein and enzymatic processes
that may be associated with specific behaviors and major human
evolutionary events.
Using a new method for ancient DNA sequence capture,
researchers at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, have shown that unique DNA from early modern humans can
be distinguished from that of modern humans in a high-throughput
system based on the Illumina Genome Analyzer II and Roche 454
platforms.

Professor Johannes Krause of the Department of Evolutionary Genetics
at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology is leading the
way in reconstructing the genome of ancient humans.

Professor Johannes Krause explained that mitochondrial DNA
sequences from the Markina Gora skeleton in the Kostenki 14
site in Russia, was used to demonstrate the technique. The
ability to sequence rare alleles present in only ancient humans,
access to short degraded fragments typical of ancient DNA samples, and identification of datasets specific to unique individuals
have made it possible to eliminate modern contaminating fragments. This discovery has opened the door to analysis of early
modern human genomes. In the following interview, Krause
discusses his work with Preservation Chronicles:
PC: What is second-generation sequencing and how are DNA
molecules “directly read” without the use of the polymerase
chain reaction?
JK: Next generation sequencing, second generation or now- sequencing are all types of high throughput sequencing that allow
several million DNA sequences to be obtained in parallel in a
single machine run. Direct sequencing means that you take your
DNA transform it into a library by putting adapter
(oligonucleotides) on both ends of every DNA molecule and then
those libraries enter the sequencing process. This process still
involves amplification steps with PCR but that is not a targeted
PCR but rather a DNA cluster generation from individual molecules.
PC: How does nucleic DNA differ from mitochondrial DNA and
what are their roles in replication? Is the DNA extracted from
teeth, bones, or hair? What are the challenges of extracting DNA
from ancient remains?
JK: The copy number of nuclear DNA per cell is 100-1000 times
lower than for mitochondrial DNA. They can both replicate. The
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PC: By comparing the DNA of ancient humans to modern, is it
possible to know whether ancients had evolved proteins to digest certain foods, such as wild Einkorn wheat?
JK: That would be possible, but we haven't done that yet. But we
presented last year an analysis where we looked in Neandertals
for a lactase persistent gene that is common in todays Europeans, but we couldn't find it in Neandertals in the same variant.
.
PC: Can this technique tell us if modern humans were crossbreeding with Neanderthals?
JK: Potentially yes, but for that we would have to find Neandertal
DNA in a morphological modern human skeleton or a modern
human DNA in a Neandertal skeleton, nobody could shop that
yet.

M.M. Gerasimov (left) and expedition leader A.N. Rogachev (right) performed excavations at Kostenki 14 during the 1950s. Here they consider a
human skull unearthed at the site. Image courtesy of the Peter the Great
Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography

The DNA comes from teeth. Main challenges are contamination
with contemporary human DNA, low total amounts of DNA, fragmentation of DNA and DNA damage.
PC: How would you describe the humans that were living in Kostenki, Russia 30,000 years ago? Would we recognize them as
modern humans? Why were these humans selected for your experiment?
JK: These come from one of the oldest early modern human skeletons that we have today. We cannot construct the phenotype
based on mtDNA, but since they were found in the analysis to be
more closely related to Europeans than to Africans, so they represent our Eurasian ancestors, we would certainly recognize them as
modern human, as well as we recognize any other modern human
from the planet.
PC: Why are DNA fragments from the Kostenki remains still intact
after 30,000 years? Is there something unusual about the conditions of their preservation?
JK: This fossil is certainly exceptionally well preserved. This is could
be due to low average temperatures and fast deposition. We find in
human remains from that time period and climatic region about
10% that have DNA preserved.
PC: Is there a limit to the viability of ancient DNA? Hypothetically,
what is the oldest sample that can be retrieved and read?
JK: The oldest human sample comes from a Neandertal that lived
about 120ky ago. The oldest animal is about 400ky from Sima de
los Huesos in Spain.

PC: You have discussed the possibility of charting migration patterns of ancient people as a possible application of the technology. Do you suppose that ancient human DNA would show a
lesser or greater variation than modern humans across geographical boundaries?
JK: The overall diversity of early modern humans and today’s
modern humans will not have changed much. Probably it was
slightly lower in early moderns, but also in today’s modern humans we find a very, very low diversity, the lowest within the
apes. About 4x lower than Gorillas and Orangs and 3x than
chimpanzees.
PC: Are there specific genetic sequences associated with learning and memory, or human speech, such as the transgenic
mouse gene FOXP2, which might give us some indication of the
sociability or intelligence of ancient humans?
JK: Since the Kostenki human is closer to a modern European
than a European is to an African, we expect the same abilities in
this ancient human that are also shared between all modern
humans on the planet today. They were, just what we are genetically.
PC: What are some other ways that the genetic approach to archaeology can solve problems and answer questions that we
have about ancient man and his evolution?
JK: We can look where certain human populations lived like the
Neandertals, by studying the DNA of morphologically not well
defined bones. We can learn what genetically differentiates us
and Neandertals, our closest extinct relatives. For early modern
humans we can find out how they relate to today’s populations,
and see if the early modern European hunter and gatherers
were largely replaced by agriculturalists or if there was more
cultural transfer than human migrations. And many other questions that people address in modern human populations today,
like adaptation, migrations, geneflow and hybridisation etc.
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THE 2010 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
editions, revised copies, etc., that is lost by the digital medium.
If publishers are only selling data, they will lose a significant market share in the industry, with the benefits going primarily to the
notebook manufacturers in China.
An undercurrent of the AHA Meeting was a concern,
sometimes openly expressed and at other times alluded to,
about the role of the historian in describing current events. Is
history something that happened yesterday, or is there an appropriate interval of time that turns contemporary events into historic ones? In several lectures about the Obama presidency and
the challenges of recessionary capitalism, the panel historians
wrestled with comparing the president to Kennedy and Johnson,
even though he has not yet completed his first term.
The conflict for some historians perhaps arises from
the resolution passed by the AHA Council in January of 2009,
which among other things declares, “It is one aspect of the mission of the AHA to bring historical expertise to bear on issues of
pressing public concern.” Historians have witnessed juridical
experts, economists, and even psychoanalysts weigh-in on current events and feel that the teleological approach has been
slighted.

The 124th Annual Meeting of the American Historical Association
(AHA) was held in San Diego on January 7th 2010. Over 4,000
historians from around the world converged on the city of San
Diego for the four-day event. The conference theme, “Oceans, Islands, Continents” was a nod to the nautical history of the port city
of San Diego.
AHA president Laurel Thatcher Ulrich of Harvard University
delivered the presidential address on the evening of January 8th,
followed by a presentation of the Association’s books awards.
Among the recipients, perhaps one of the most celebrated books of
the evening was Stuart B. Schwartz’s All Can Be Saved: Religious
Tolerance and Salvation in the Iberian Atlantic World. Yale’s
George Burton Adams Professor of History received the John Edwin
Fagg Prize, the Leo Gershoy Award, and the George L. Mosse Prize.
In the exhibitor’s hall, book sales were strong, although
there seemed to be a wholesale rejection of digital notepad books.
According to digital publisher (National Social Science Press), the
industry isn’t sure how to deal with the issues of distribution, replication, and licensing presented by the new medium. The digital
medium also reduces many publishers to simple data providers, a
business model which they have rejected. Publishers make their
money by selling attractive print copies, that can be re-distributed
in multiple forms, whether hard copies, paperback, or special editions. There is a significant benefit to producing reprints, advance

In an effort to be current and have social immediacy
the AHA held a mini-conference on the passage of California’s
Proposition 8 in last November’s election. The AHA Council, the
AHA Professional Division, and the AHA Committee on Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender History Task Force presented
historical perspectives of same-sex marriage, which included
seminars ranging in subject matter from “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,
Don’t Marry,” to “Inter-Ethnic Marriage in America.” The main
venue for the conference was held in the Grand Hyatt Hotel,
whose owner contributed $165,000 to the Proposition 8 political
fund, which effectively banned same-sex marriage in the state of
California. Unfortunately, someone forgot to tell the local Prop 8
opposition group about the mini-conference, which became the
target of San Diego-based demonstrators, banging drums and
cow bells in protest of the proposition and its financier. With its
new directive to engage socially relevant issues the AHA is about
to discover that politics can be very noisy indeed.
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WORLDS APART—THE CREDIBILITY GAP IN ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM
THREATENS THE FUTURE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
more than a few preservationists. For critics of the proposed
international exchange market for carbon credits, which vaguely
resembles the sale of indulgences to prostitutes by the Catholic
Church in the 15th Century, the event represented the high water
mark of environmental influence in international politics.
Compounding matters is the burgeoning green business that is wholly unregulated, selling everything from organic
detergents to nutraceuticals, all claimed to have some environmental benefit. When this industry eventually collapses under
the weight of its own deception, it will take many allied industries
down with it.

It is the nature of public policy groups to reach out to allied profes-

sions in an effort to consolidate support for a particular agenda—
The Big Tent—as some call it. Sometimes the nexus of two loosely
connected organizations can result in a new synthesis of financial
and legal support that is greater than the sum of its parts – the AFL
and the CIO, for example.
There is a danger in making such alliances however.
Once the marriage is made, the two partners are committed to
achieving policy goals that may ultimately undermine the original
intent and purpose of one or more of the contributing members. In
addition, the weakness or tenuousness of one member party’s
position can damage the credibility of the entire group. It is with
this thought in mind that historic preservationists should carefully
consider being wed to the green movement.

Yet, there is a further problem with riding the coattails
of the environmental movement. By adopting the position that
historic preservation is justified by environmental claims for energy efficiency and the like, the cause of historic preservation
assumes a subordinate role, becoming a watered down and
superfluous appendage of the environmental movement. Not to
mention that some of the more extreme adherents of the green
faith espouse a scorched earth policy with regard to areas of
human habitation, preferring to return developed communities
to a condition of pristine wilderness.
It seems unlikely that the banner of historic preservation will be carried by environmentalists who believe that human
habitation is a stain on the planet. The green movement in general doesn’t recognize the legitimacy and value of human activity
and tends to reject any notion that human innovation and creativity is a positive good.
Could it be that historic preservation stands on its own
merits and has a legitimate place in public discourse, without
reference to the green movement, notions of patriotism, or other
concepts that have been forwarded to buttress preservationist
causes?

Much has been made in recent years about the value of
historic preservation to the cause of environmental protection. The
argument is that by preserving historic buildings and landmarks we
are preventing the destruction of existing resources, such as old
growth forest, and preserving the embodied energy that went into
producing the historic structure. The argument is a compelling one,
but the science needs work. No doubt, the renovation versus demolition debate will be a factor in the allocation of public resources for
the foreseeable future.

Historic buildings are more than simple brick and mortar – they are part of an intellectual roadmap that informs the
way people structure their memories. How frequently I have
been reminded that the familiar has become foreign, monuments are pulled down and architectural trifles left in their place.
The bedrock institutions of the nation’s founding become a
strange echo that occasionally recurs on street signs and park
benches, but the sense of connection, the debt that is owed is
lost.

The gamble is that by commandeering the social prestige
and financial support of a global environmental movement, historic
preservationists will reap some of the financial rewards made available through private and government green programs. Public policy
and public support for those policies can ebb and flow with the
perceptions that people have about the legitimacy of environmental claims.

To many of our senior citizens, the loss of an historic
landmark represents a lack of recognition and respect for their
generation’s contributions. It is a denial of their legitimate claim
to perpetuity. No one wants to hang their hat in a city that surreptitiously annihilates the embodied creativity of its inhabitants.
Cities that do not preserve their past become weigh stations for
itinerants and vagabonds.

A case in point is the controversy that surrounded the
dismissal of Phil Jones from his position at the Climatic Research
Unit (CRU) at the University of East Anglia. Jones was forced out
after allegations that he had suppressed data regarding his global
warming hypothesis and prevented scientists with dissenting opinions from being published. The aftermath of the scandal rocked
the subsequent Copenhagen Climate Change Accords and threw
the cause of climate awareness into disrepute in the minds of

Perhaps we have an ethical obligation to preserve the
creative impulse of past generations—to honor them in a way
that recognizes their lives had significance and purpose, even if
that only means saving the few cherished relics they left behind.
The opinions here expressed are those of the publisher and do
not necessarily reflect the beliefs of our advertisers.
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